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their lord's                and are passing this way; I

&m             with admiration at their devotion, so,

as they must be tired and hungry after their
night's work, do you go and invite them to come
in here, sr.d set some gruel and a cup of wine
before them/'

So the councillor went out and said to Oishi
Kurancsuke, "Sir. I am a councillor of the Prince
of Ser.dai* and my master bids me beg you, as
you must be worn out after all 7011 have under-
to C3I32 :n and partake of such poor re-
freshment as \re can offer you. This is my mes-
sage to you from my lord."

"I thank T3u, sir/* replied Kuranosnke. "It is
very jpod of his lordship to trouble himself to
think cl us. We shall accept his kindness grate-
fully/1

So the forty-seven Ronias went Into the palace,

were feasted with gruel and wine, and all

the retainers of the Prince of Sendai came and

them.

Then Kuranosuke turned to the councillor and

**Sir3 we are truly indebted to you for this

Mud hospitality; but as we have still to hurry

to Sengakujx, we must needs humbly take our

leave." Anil,  after  returning many thanks to

they left the palace of the Prince of

hastened to Senganuji, where they

by the abbot of the monastery, who

to tiie front gate to receive them,  and